
Defeated class certification for Electrolux
in a consolidated putative class action in
Illinois involving millions of the company’s
dishwashers.

2020

WTO defeated class certification for Electrolux in a
consolidated putative class action in Illinois involving millions
of the company’s dishwashers. The plaintiffs alleged that the
dishwashers’ heating elements were prone to deform and
burn holes in the tub, resulting in flooding and fires. Following
a Daubert hearing, the court excluded the plaintiffs’ sole
engineering expert’s opinions, citing a flawed methodology
that was both unreliable and unhelpful, and finding that his
opinions failed to provide credible evidence of a common
design defect in the dishwashers. The court also denied the
plaintiffs’ motion for class certification. The court agreed with
WTO on multiple grounds, most significantly that plaintiffs
failed to meet their Rule 23 burdens to show commonality,
predominance, and typicality. 
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